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Introduction

• Department of Education ‘GCSE Reforms Consultation 2013’.

“The government is reforming GCSEs with the aim of better preparing pupils for further 
education and employment. The government wants to set expectations which match those of 
the highest performing countries, with rigorous assessment that provides a reliable measure 
of pupils’ achievement.”

• Key other ‘snippets’ from Department of Education

“demand deeper and broader understanding”

“academic subject content”

Which Subjects:

• Present Year 10 students will sit new specifications in English and Maths

• Present Year 9 students will sit new specifications in the vast majority of subjects (some 
such as Design Technology move the following year)

• First of new exam grades awarded summer 2017 (Year 10 English and mathematics)
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New Reformed GCSE’s

Examinations:

• All terminal examinations – no modular exams and all examined at the end. 

• Limited use of ‘tiered entry’ (Foundation/Higher)

• Coursework/Controlled Assessment only in subjects where absolutely required for 
assessment purposes (eg Computer programming skills)

Grading:

• Graded from 9-1, replacing A*-G grades

• Grade 9 will be highest

• Grade 5 will be considered a good pass, equivalent to a current low B or high C. It will be 
‘linked to standards in high performing countries’

• Grade 4 will be equivalent to current low C grade

• Grade 1 will be lowest 

• U grade will still exist for ungraded
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Ofqual are presently consulting on:

• The overall approach to be taken to awarding 
GCSEs graded 9 to 1 in subjects first awarded 
from summer 2018

• The approach to awarding grades 8 and 9 in 
relation to GCSEs in English language, English 
literature and mathematics

Consultation document does state:

Broadly the same proportion of students will 
achieve a grade 4 and above as currently achieve a 
grade C and above in the subject

Broadly the same proportion of students will 
achieve a grade 7 and above as currently achieve a 
grade A and above in the subject
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Reports

• Progress Checks and Profiles will continue but being redeveloped

• 1-9 grades will be used from next academic year where appropriate and include 
confidence levels

• Confidence level A – very confident of grade and could move to next grade

• Confidence level B – confident of grade

• Confidence level C – not as confident of grade, need to consolidate

• For example, 4A will mean ‘Teacher very confident of student gaining a grade 4 
but has strong potential to gain a grade 5’.  

• Available on MyHighcliffe

• Dates of Publication will be on the school calendar and website
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Mathematics

Mr I Burgan
Senior Curriculum Leader
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GCSE Mathematics is getting more demanding for EVERYONE

 The volume of subject content has increased.

 Teaching time allocated to Maths has increased to 7 hours a 
fortnight in Year 10 and 8 hours a fortnight in 9 and 11.

 The demand of the content is increasing, with harder topics 
being introduced. 

 Schemes of work have been adapted to support this.

 Time has been built in to the scheme of work to support 
students with topic areas they have struggled with.

 Students are provided with a question by question analysis 
of their assessments and information of where  to get 
support from.
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GCSE Mathematics tier of entry

 The foundation tier has changed quite drastically and has much 
more challenge at the top end

 This tier will now allow students to access a grade 5 – B grade 
equivalent

 The tier of entry that students will be sitting will be assessed on a 
student by student rather than whole class basis

 Students tier of entry will be decided based on which tier will 
allow students to achieve the best possible grade

 Decisions will not be finalised until mid-way through year 11
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• Standard form 
• Factorising quadratics
• Linear simultaneous equations 
• Trigonometry 
• Compound interest 
• Reverse percentages
• Circle properties
• Vectors
• Direct and inverse proportion

Topics New to 
Higher Tier

GCSE Mathematics

• Expanding binomials 

• Gradient at a point on a curve 
as rate of change

• Areas under graphs

• Arithmetic Progressions and 
Geometric Progressions

• Finding approximate 
solutions using iteration

• Solving quadratic inequalities

• Inverse and composite 
functions

Topics New to 
Foundation Tier
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Skills

GCSE Mathematics
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GCSE Mathematics

 In the assessments there’s a greater emphasis on problem 
solving and mathematical reasoning, with more marks now 
being allocated to these higher-order skills.

 Students will be required to memorise formulae – fewer 
formulae will be provided in examinations
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Support

• Increased teaching time 
• New teaching and support resources
• Comprehensive scheme of work
• In depth assessment and feedback
• MathsWatch
• MyMaths
• Pixl Maths App
• Drop in sessions 
• Targeted intervention and revision sessions
• Revision guides
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English

Miss A Martindale
Senior Curriculum Leader
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English

There are actually two qualifications:

• GCSE English Language 

• GCSE English Literature

ALL pupils at Highcliffe School will follow a joint programme of study in, and be entered for, 
both qualifications at the end of Year 11. They are exam only – no coursework or controlled 
assessments. This reliance on exam performance, combined with a higher level of challenge 
across both specifications, means that we must prepare all Year 9 students for the demands of 
the course.
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GCSE English Language
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GCSE English Language

(Pre 19th Century and Modern texts)
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GCSE English Literature

GCSE English Literature
Paper 1
1 hour 45 minutes

40 % of Literature GCSE

Two sections

Section A – Shakespeare
Includes one extract question and 

one whole text question

Section B – The 19th century novel

GCSE English Literature 
Paper 2
2 hour 15 minutes

60% of total Literature marks

3 sections: modern prose or drama, 
poetry and unseen texts

Assesses comparison
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Preparing students for the challenges ahead

Integrated, skills driven 
teaching.
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Paper 1 Sample Text
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Paper 2 Pre-19th Century 
Sample Text
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Support

• Increased teaching time 

• New teaching and support resources

• Comprehensive schemes of work

• In depth assessment and feedback

• Revision guides

• Targeted intervention and revision sessions
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